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software. WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump used parts of his State of the
Union address to defend his plan to force Mexico to pay for a wall on the U.S. border to stem the
flow of illegal immigrants into the country. Slideshow ( 3 images ) Trump said nearly 2,000 people
died in 2015 trying to enter the United States illegally from Mexico. “We must stop the massive
inflow of drugs and criminals. We will make our communities safer and more secure and we will
have the walls, which we are now building and which we are in the midst of building,” he said to
cheers. Trump said his administration would require Mexico to pay for the wall. “I am asking
Congress to give us the funds necessary to complete this vital project. Mexico will pay for it through
reimbursement/other,” he said. Many businesses and trade groups say the wall would be a waste of
money that would hinder trade between the United States and its southern neighbor. While Trump
reiterated his calls for building a wall and for stemming immigration at the start of his first State of
the Union address on Tuesday, he did not address the subject of immigration during the speech.
During the 2016 presidential campaign, Trump called for building a wall along the length of the
2,000-mile border between the United States and Mexico to stem the flow of illegal immigrants into
the United States. “The great border will be watched very closely,” Trump said on
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